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Discipline Rules are pursuant to theBCSA Discipline, Complaints and Appeals Policy.  
 

Rule 8-1 Scope of Discipline 

(1) The LIWSA Executive shall have the authority to inquire into the conduct of any player or team 
official and may take disciplinary action where it is determined that violated FIFA Laws of the Game 
and/or the BCSA game rules such as but not limited to: 

a. Violating rules established from time to time by the BCSA regarding the conduct of 
members on and off the field, including the conduct of spectators 

b. conducted themselves in a manner considered by the LIWSA to be unbecoming of a 
member registered with the League 

c. conducted themselves in a manner considered by the LIWSA not to be in the best 
interest in the game of soccer or the BCSA 

 
(2) A disciplinary hearing will be held when necessary pursuant to the BCSA Discipline, Complaints and 

Appeals Policy, at a time and place to be determined by the LIWSA Executive: Disciplinary action 
may include any or all of the following: 

a. a reprimand 
b. a fine or bond as per BCSA Discipline, Complaints and Appeals Policy 
c. suspension from playing, coaching, or managing for one or more league or cup games or 

for one or more playing seasons 
d. suspension of the member for an indefinite period 
e. expulsion of the member from the League. 

 
(3) Every association and team are responsible for the actions of its players, team officials and 

spectators, and is required to take all precautions necessary to prevent spectator misconduct 
before, during or at the conclusion of matches.  

 
(4) Players and/or team officials reported for misconduct in a league, cup competition, exhibition or 

training game, may be allowed to continue to participate in all soccer activities until their case is 
dealt with, except where LIWSA imposes an interim suspension or other discipline measures. 
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Rule 8-2 Red Card(s) 

(1) A player or team official that receives a red card or is ejected from the game must leave the 
playing field and the field area to the satisfaction of the Referee.  

 
(2) An automatic suspension for a minimum of one (1) game, being the next scheduled League or 
League Cup match applies in the following scenarios:  

(2.1) A player, coach or team official who receives a red card  
(2.2) A player who accumulates three (3) yellow cards in the course of one season during 

League or League Cup play.  
(2.3) A player who accumulates five (5) yellow cards in the course of one season during League 

or League Cup play.  
 
(3) The player or team official having served the one (1) game suspension shall be eligible to 

resume play unless notified by the League that further disciplinary action is being applied. Refer 
to LIWSA Discipline league procedures and info on league website.  

(3.1) The one game suspension shall be carried from one season to the next if not served prior 
to the completion of the season in which it is issued. 

(4) Red cards issued during league games, will have suspensions applied towards league games.  
 
(5) Red cards issued during cup games, will have suspensions applied towards cup games.  
 
 

Rule 8-3 Yellow Card(s) 

(1) A player who accumulates three (3) official cautions (yellow cards) within a period of one playing 
season shall be automatically suspended for one (1) game without hearing or appeal for the following 
league game or cup game. 

(1.1) After having served the one (1) game suspension the player shall be eligible to resume 
play unless notified by the LIWSA that further disciplinary action is being applied.  

(1.2) The one game suspension shall be carried from one season to the next if not served prior 
to the completion of the season in which it was accumulated. 

 
(2) A player who accumulates five (5) official cautions (yellow cards) within a period of one playing 

season shall be automatically suspended for one (1) game for the following league game or cup 
game.  

(2.1) Will be required to appear before a Discipline Panel. 
(2.2) After having served the one (1) game suspension the player shall be eligible to resume 

play unless notified by the LIWSA that further disciplinary action is being applied.  
(2.3) The one game suspension shall be carried from one season to the next if not served prior 

to the completion of the season in which it was accumulated. 



Page 24 of 31 
 

Rule 8-3 Yellow Card(s) continued… 

(3) Having accumulated additional cautions under Rule 8-3 (2) players receiving further caution 
(yellow cards) in the current season shall be automatically suspended for two (2) games without 
hearing or appeal for the following league game or cup game. 

(3.1) After having served the two (2) game suspension, the player shall be eligible to resume 
play unless notified by the LIWSA that further disciplinary action is being applied. 

(3.2) The two (2) game suspensions shall be carried from one season to the next if not served 
prior to the completion of the season in which it was accumulated. 

 
(4) Yellow card accumulation during league games, will have suspensions applied towards league 
games.  
 
(5) Yellow card accumulation issued during cup games, will have suspensions applied towards cup 
games.  
 

Rule 8-4 Other Discipline 

(1) Any team with fines outstanding after sixty (60) days shall be suspended until all fines are paid and 
charged an additional 2% interest. 

 
(2) Players or officials reported for unethical physical conduct, violent misconduct, inciting violence, 

discrimination, combined offenses or for assault of Match Officials, shall be suspended from all 
soccer activities within the jurisdiction of the LIWSA until the subject matter is reviewed and dealt 
with by the league. 

 
(3) The LIWSA Executive will make best efforts to deal with all matters of discipline within ten (10) 

days of the incident. 
 
(4) Associations, leagues, clubs, teams, their team officials and/or players may have legal 

representation. However, if written communication is received that requires a legal response, all 
fees will be paid for by the individual, club, or team. For further clarity, the suspension will remain 
in effect until a hearing occurs, and the individual, club or team representative is still required to 
attend a hearing. 

 
(5) Exhibition games do NOT count as games served for current suspensions. 
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RULE 8-5 Team Conduct 

Conduct rules are pursuant to theBCSA Conduct and Ethics Policy. Please refer to BCSA website.  
 
(1) The team coach is ultimately responsible for the conduct/behaviour of all players and team staff. 
 
(2) Any team responsible for a match abandoned by the Match Official due to a team-related issue, 

such as fighting, fan interference, non-compliance with a Match Official’s request(s) or for any 
other reason, will be held accountable and forfeit the points for the match. 

 
(3) All abandoned matches will be reviewed by the League and/or the Discipline Panel and sanctions 

may include a fine, suspension(s) and a team bond. 
 
(4) Should the match be in disrepute by both teams, game will be forfeited by both teams or replayed 

at the discretion of the league. 
 

RULE 8-6 Spectator Conduct 

Conduct rules are pursuant to theBCSA Conduct and Ethics Policy. Please refer to BCSA website.  
 
(1) The team coach is ultimately responsible for the conduct/behaviour of all team spectators and 

supporters.  
 
(2) Spectators and supporters are not permitted on the bench or technical area. The Referee must be 

able to distinguish a clear and separate area for spectators from the team bench area and/or 
technical area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




